
SALINAARTS HUMANITIESCOMMISSION
January18 2006

ThemonthlymeetingoftheSalinaArtsandHumanities Commissionwasheldatthe
SmokyHillMuseumCommunityRoomat4 30pm onWednesday January18 2006
InattendancewereMarilynBenyshek David Cooper TrentDavis PeggyDeBey
RandallHardy LuciLarson RachelLoersch LindaMoore ChelseyMueller CheriParr
R AbnerPerney LindaSmith andTedZerger StaffPresent SharonBenson Kathy
Burlew CarrieCarpenter BrigidHall JohnHighkin GlendaJohnson andKarla
Prickett Also inattendance CarmenWilson LeagueofWomenVotersandApril
Middleton SalinaJournal Absent PaulaWright

Larsoncalledthemeetingtoorderat433pm

FocusTime CityManagerJasonGage
CityManagerJasonGagetalkedabouthowArts Culturalisimportanttohimandhis
familyandhowitwaspartofthedecisionfor theirmovingbacktoSalina Artsand
culturalsetsSalinaapartfromothercommunities helpsattractnewpositions attheCity

givesapplicantsidentificationwithSalina helpstelltheSalina story Gagereally
appreciatestheworkoftheArts HumanitiesCommission and isveryproudofwhat
hasbeenaccomplished Gagerealizedtheconflictofopinionsofrenamingthe Oakdale
Stage Heseeshimself asan insiderandoutsiderbuthopesthateveryonewalksaway
withthefinaldecision withoutbigscars Publicarthasbeenanissueforalongtime
WhenGagewasAssistantCityManagerheworkedwithMarthaRheaontheCA D
guidelinesbutwithhisreturnhasacknowledged therehasntbeentoo muchprogress
withusingtheguidelines GagerecognizestheworkthatHighkin Prickettandstaffhave
doneongettingtherevisionstotheguidelinescompleted Duringtheprocessofworking
withtheNorthOhioOverpassandWaterPlantpublicartprojects Gagehaslearnedalot
onhowmuchittakestoeducatethepublic Whendollarsareattachedtoaprojectthere
willalwaysbeemotionsattached Most importantistotaketheappropriatestepsin
educatingthepublic TheCityCommission iscommittedtopublicart inthecommunity
butwouldliketogettheguidelinescompletedandapproved Withthestrong
partnershipsinvolvingartsandcultural Salinacandothingsusuallyveryquietly

BenyshekaskedGagehowheplanstoreach thecommunity Gage talkaboutthearts
beingapartofnormallifeandcontinuetohelp theCommunityTheatre StiefelandArt
Center Benyshek howwouldyouapproachreachingtheregularpeople nonarts
audiences todraw themintoarts DeBey theRiverFestival for onething how
peoplewhohaventstepped footongrounds Gage facesamechallenges withtheCity
functions Perceptionofartsandculturalasaloof butitisofferedtoanyoneandsowe
needtothinkoutsidetheboxtoreachmorepeople Gettingchildreninvolvedandreach
outwiththekids Wedoalotbutneedmorefocustogetcertaingroupswithinthe
communityinvolved Itsgoingtotaketime Wecantexpectallpeoplethatweare
tryingtoreachtocomebecausepeoplelikeitordontlikeit Youcanneversatisfy
people100 wherethereareissuesoflikeanddislike TheMunicipalCourtis



symbolic WithpeoplegoingintotheMunicipalCourt partoftheideaisdistractingthe
peoplewho

areenteringthebuilding whomaynotlikegoingthere even ifitisforashortperiod
oftime

Minutes
Smithmotioned toapprovetheNovember16 2005minutesandBenyshekseconded
Motionpassed

Minutes SpecialMeeting122105
Nodiscussiononthespecialmeetingwith theParksandRecreationDecember21 2005
meeting

StaffReports
Benyshek enjoystheideaofreachingoutthroughtheartistresidenciestothosestudents
thatdontgetalotofartopportunitiesoutsideofschool Benyshekwould liketoseea
flyerorbrochuresenttoparentstoexplain theexperiencetheirchildrenreceivefromthe
artistresidencies Bensonsays fromexperience teachersbaulkatextrapaperworkor
commentthatmostpapersdontgethometotheparents Benson itsuptotheteacher
togetthemessagetotheparents stickersusedtobeused Benyshek flyerscan
announcewhathappensatthenighttimeactivity followingadaytimeresidency Benson

OnewaySAHCreachedouttochildrenandfamilieswasthroughFestivalFamilies
First anewprogramfor Festival 05 SAHCworkedwith4organizationslastyeartoget
buttonstoappropriatefamiliesandsentflyershomewithchildren Larson reaching
childrenand families seemstobeaworldwideissue commentedonthecommercialof
AskedYourKidsWhatTheyLearnedToday Highkin this isan ongoing

communicationtothepublicwhichweneedtoworkon Itsalong termequation

MuseumUpdate
Highkin secondhalfofthegalleryisreally movingalong Bigitemsweremovedinon

thJanuary12 withtrusteesfromthejail Staffisgatheringartifactsandputtingclothes
thonmannequins Theweekofthe30 theywillputthemajorityoftheartifactsinthe

cases Thesecondhalfofthegalleryshouldbeopenbymid February GrandRe
thopeningofthegalleryissetfor April2729 Lotsofactivitiesarescheduled donor

recognition April27 keynotespeaker April28 andentertainmentforacommunity
openhouse April29 Moreinformationtocome GalleryRenovationhasbeenthe
focusoftheMuseumthelast6or7years Final2candidatesfortheMuseumDirector
arescheduledfor interviews Loerschhasbeenontheinterviewcommittee Two
membersoftheFriendsBoard GordonFiedlerandJoyceVolk BobKeckheisenfrom
TopekaandPamHarrisfromtheArtCenterasthecommunitymember TheMuseum
willhave awholenewrhythm Thisincludesshowcasinggalleryandexploringnew
programs Wewanttoserveasarichresourceandprovideprogramsthatreachpeople
academically inthebestsenseoftheword Benyshek Kansas Days Highkin yes
nextweek lotsofactivities BlackHistorymonthinFebruary andWomensHistoryin



March Larson TheMuseumStore Highkin saleswereupinDecember especially
becauseofChristmas andtheholidayopenhouse

Horizons
FinalReports fordevelopingartistBevLethemDavisgrant 0401120wasreceived
BensonreadtheletterthatwassenttoDavisregardingthelackofthepubliccomponent
Davishasbeenaskedtofulfill thisobligationwhenifcompletedbookisacceptedbya
publisher DeBey appreciatesthefactthereporttellstheCommissiontheexperience
gainedwasgratifyingbutveryhard andwasinfactabumpyroad TheStiefelTheatre
finalreportgrant 0502 18wasalsosubmitted Larsondistributedthesupportmaterial

HorizonsGrantReviewMeeting
TheHorizonsGrantReviewfortheProjectOrganizationalandAdvancement
OrganizationalgrantswillbeMonday April10at400pm Larson elevengrantswere
submitted distributionofthegrantsandrequest amountswerebrieflydiscussed
HighkinmadethecriticalpointaskingtheCommissionerstoarriveontimeandkeeping
theirschedulesopenfortheeveningofApril10

Benson ArtistAwardgrantsaredueJanuary20 Thesegrantswillbehandledthrough
apanelprocess Therecommendationsfromthepanelwillbe submittedtothe
Commissionersfor approval

Economic ImpactStudy
Highkinreportedon theAmericanfortheArtsEconomicImpactStudy Salina isoneof
100communitiesthatwillparticipateinanational studyoftheeconomiceffectofthe
nonprofitartsindustry Thestudyisbothlocalandnational Oneofthethingsthestudy
willdoforSalinaisreportontheindirectanddirecteconomic impactofartsinthecity
SAHCwillbeworkingwith 16culturalorganizationsandgather50surveysfor each
eventforatotalof800surveys Somequestions thesurveywillentailare costofthe
event howmanypeopleineachparticipating party dinnerbeforeorafter theevent
childcarecost Activitiesbeingsurveyedwill takeplacein2006andthenAmericansfor
theArtseconomistswill puttogetherareportbyspring2007 Thereportwillbetailored
toSalina showingthedirectandindirecteffectofSalinasnonprofitartsindustrytothe
community Highkinhastalkedtoseveralculturalleaderswhoarereallyexcitedforthe
studytotakeplace

Other
DavisaskedwhatthestatuswasregardingtherenamingofOakdaleStage Hardyasked
iftheCityCommissionerswerestill lookingforinputfromSAHC Perneycommented
therewasa60daywaitingperiod Hardy wasntappropriate DeBey responsibility
ofCityCommission Highkin yes therenamingornotistheresponsibility oftheCity
Commission DeBey receivinganemailwouldbegreat Highkin willwriteout
materialsofthechronologyofthestagefortheCityCommission Larson AttheCity
Commissionmeeting canpeople speakforandagainst Highkin allcitizensaregiven
time Perney Publichearing thisisaslightlydifferentproposal Highkin another

stdiscussionandnoactionwastakenatthejointmeeting ActionofDec 21 stands



Hardy wewereanafterthought all thesepeoplewerereadytogo Smith explained
thatshecalledfor adjournment andfeltit thedecision inAugust wasadonedeal
becausethereisasplit in SAHC Wehavebetterandbiggerthingstohandle Thisisthe
CityCommissioners choice Davis neededavote Smith gettingdrubbed through
thepapers showing fightingwithParks RecreationAdvisoryBoard Davis
convincedthatA Hcouldhavechangedits decision Benyshek gaveusthetimeon

st stDec 21 Hardy P Rwasntaskingfor ourinputontheDec 21 Highkin we
attendedon invitationoftheCityManager Hardy didntfeelcomfortablewith sitting
withP R Benyshek abodyfeltwewouldhavelookedrealpoortothepublicarea
withArts Humanitiesinthenewspaper fromTomBell aslookingpetty Splitvote
wouldhavebeenasecondtimeandwewouldhavelookedbadinthepubliceye again
P Rwentthroughtherenamingprocessasspecified Davisaskedifithadtobe
unanimousvoteordowelookbadifitisnt Highkin itiswhatitisandeveryonehas
adifferentpointofopinion Let sseewhatisimportanttous eachpersoncangotothe
CityCommissionmeetingandvoicehis orheropinion butasanindividual andnotan
A Hrepresentative A Hwasasplitvoteand thereprobablywouldn tbeachange
Cooper hevotedforitandisveryreadytomoveon Commissionershavea
backgroundofwhy thestagewasnamedasis Highkin sorryforthedisagreements and
hardfeelingsthatthishascaused Davis isdisagreementabadstateofaffairs Youtry
toconvincetheotherpersonandnotshyawayfrom disagreement Hopethatwecan
agreetodisagree Perney CityCommissionersof4people Marrsmadethemotion
thelasttimetotableitindefinitely Thisisadecisiontheyarenotwantingtomakebut
nowtheywillhaveto Discussedlong termchangeintheP Rsnamingpolicy

Meetingclosedat545pm fortheFoundationmeeting
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